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But I am too well acquainted with his candour to ima-
gine, that he expects his assertions to be any farther re-
garded than they convince; or that he desires to debar
others from the same freedom of reason which he has
himself used. I shall therefore proceed to examine his
opinion, and to show the reasons by which I am induced
to differ from him.

The arguments upon which he has chiefly insisted, are
the danger of hiring the troops of Hanover in any circum-
stances, and the impropriety of hiring them now without
the previous approbation of the senate.

The danger of taking into our pay the forces of Han-
over, the contrariety of this conduct to the act of settle-
ment, and the infraction of our natural privileges, and the
violation of our liberties which is threatened by it, have
been asserted in very strong terms, but I think not proved
with proportionate force, for we have heard no regular
deduction of consequences by which this danger might be
shown, nor have been informed, how the engagement of
sixteen thousand Hanoverians to serve us against France
for the ensuing year, can be considered as more destruc-
tive to our liberties than any other forces.

It is, indeed, insinuated, that this conduct will furnish a
dangerous precedent of preference granted to Hanover
above other nations; and that this preference may gradu-
ally be advanced, till in time Hanover may, by a servile
ministry, be preferred to Britain itself, and that, therefore,
all such partiality ought to be crushed in the beginning,
and its authors pursued with indignation and abhorrence.

That to prefer the interest of Hanover to that of Britain
would be in a very high degree criminal in a British mi-
nistry, I believe no man in this house will go about to deny;
but if no better proof can be produced, that such prefer-
ence is intended than the contract which we .are now de-
sired to ratify, it may be with reason hoped, that such atro-
cious treachery is yet at a great distance; for how does
the hire of Hanoverian troops show any preference of
Hanover to Britain ?

The troops of Hanover are not hired by the ministry as